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Epsioa tetegmethe g6th tropical storm of the 
record-breaking 2005 Atlantic-tropical séason 
on November 29, and the 14th hurricane on 
December 2, By the 4th, Epsilon’s sustained 
winds reached 85 m.p.h., breaking the former 
December record of 80 m. np. b. 





HIGHLIGHTS 
November 27 - December 3, 2005 


Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB 


across the northern and central Plains, where weekly 

temperatures generally averaged 5 to 15°F below normal. During 
the blizzard, wind gusts in excess of 60 m.p.h. lowered visibilities to 
near zero in blowing snow and created towering drifts. In contrast, 
near- to above-normal temperatures prevailed across the nation’s 
southern tier and New England. In fact, temperatures averaged as 
much as 10°F, above normal in northern Maine. Meanwhile frigid 
weather trailed the November 27-28 storm across the northern and 
central Plains. Although temperatures below 0°F on the northern 
Plains increased stress on livestock, much of the winter wheat was 


(Continued on page 7) 


5 n the wake of an early-season blizzard, bitterly cold air settled 
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U.S. Drought Monitor = Novemher22 20 











Drought Impact Types: 
DO Abnormally Dry ft” Delineates dominant impacts 
D1 Drought - Moderate A= Agricultural (crops, pastures, 
[Il] D2 Drought - Severe grasslands) 
D3 Drought - Extreme H = Hydrological (water) 
EX D4 Drought - Exceptional 


USDA ep ; 
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions. a Nattcaal¥ Drought Mitigation Center 


Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary 
for forecast statements. Released Thursday, December 1, 2005 
http: /idrought.unl.edu/dm Author: Brad Rippey, U.S. Department of Agriculture 
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CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated contours 


Based on preliminary data 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending December 3, 2005 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000, Ext. 7503) 
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10.71 98 
10.56 90 
14.56 126 
22.86 67 
16.96 47 
24.43 72 
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EVANSVILLE R ; . 1 40.31 98 
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Based on 1971-2000 normals Kalispell, MT replaced by Cut Bank, MT 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending December 3, 2005 
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SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
BUTTE 

CUT BANK 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
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Based on 1971-2000 normals Kalispell, MT replaced by Cut Bank, MT 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending December 3, 2005 
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40.89 93 
84.49 95 
29.17 91 
14.75 

6.07 87 
BECKLEY 31.69 82 
CHARLESTON 39.31 96 
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Based on 1971-2000 normals Kalispell, MT replaced by Cut Bank, MT 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 


NOV 27 - DEC -3, 2005 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated contours 


Based on preliminary data 
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Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 


NOV 27 - DEC 5, 2005 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated contours 


Based on preliminary data 
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(Continued from front cover) 

protected by a substantial snow cover. One 
exception was western Nebraska’s wheat area, 
which received little snow. Farther south, windy 
conditions accompanied mostly dry weather in 
Oklahoma, Texas, and eastern New Mexico, 
causing further deterioration of pastures and winter 
grains. In contrast, widespread, locally heavy rain 
fell from the Mississippi Valley eastward, 
followed by much colder weather. Early to mid- 
week rainfall topped 2 inches in parts of the middle 
Mississippi Valley and in a broad area stretching 
from western Florida northeastward along the 
Appalachian Cordillera into Maine. Later in the 
week, snow blanketed much of the Midwest and 
Northeast as far south as northern Missouri and 
the central Appalachians. Elsewhere, heavy 
precipitation fell from the Rockies westward, 
excluding southern California and the Southwest. 
In the Northwest, heavy rain and snow aided winter | \ sawunis. 7 
grains, boosted high-elevation snow packs, and | “—_ 
further eased long-term drought. Farther south, significant 
precipitation fell in central California for the first time this autumn. 





The week opened with an outbreak of severe thunderstorms and a 
post-Thanksgiving snow storm. There were approximately three 
dozen tornadoes reported from the eastern Plains (eastern Kansas 
and northeastern Texas) to the lower and middle Mississippi 
Valley on November 27, followed the next day by several tornadoes 
in Alabama. Very warm weather prevailed in advance of the storm, 
where daily-record high were set in locations such as San Antonio, 
TX (90°F on November 27), Huntington, WV (76°F on November 
28), and Syracuse, NY (70°F on November 29). Meanwhile, daily- 
record rainfall totals included 1.30 inches (on November 28) in 
Lincoln, IL, and 3.68 inches (on November 29) in Williamsport, 
PA. Farther west, heavy snow fell across the Intermountain West, 
while wind-driven snow paralyzed travel across parts of the northern 
and central Plains. In addition, freezing rain caused widespread 
electrical disruptions in parts of northern Nebraska, the eastern 
Dakotas, and western Minnesota. In Utah’s Wasatch Range, 2 to 
3 feet of snow blanketed the Alta area on November 26-27. Farther 
east, November 27-28 precipitation totaled 3.54 inches in Huron, 
SD, where a period of heavy freezing rain was followed by 14.8 
inches of snow on the 28". Elsewhere in South Dakota, storm-total 
snowfall reached 20.0 inches in Kennebec. Meanwhile, November 
27-28 peak wind gusts were clocked to 79 m.p.h. in Flagler, CO, 77 
m.p.h. in Ruleton, KS, and 74 m.p.h. in Broken Bow, NE. The 
storm closed many major highways, including nearly 350 miles of 
Interstate 70 from Denver, CO, to Russell, KS. Farther north, Great 
Falls, MT, received 19.8 inches of snow during the last 5 days of 
November, nudging the monthly total (23.2 inches) past its 
November 1955 record sum of 22.1 inches. Great Falls also set a 3- 
day (November 26-28) snowfall record of 18.1 inches, surpassing its 
1973 (April 19-21) mark of 17.6 inches. Elsewhere in Montana, 
Billings collected measurable snowfall on 10 consecutive days 
(totaling 10.0 inches) from November 25 - December 5, breaking its 
record of 8 days in a row set in December 1989 and 1996. 


The November 27-28 storm also affected the southern Plains, 
although winds in excess of 50 m.p.h. were accompanied by 
precipitation totals of 0.25 inch or less. On November 28, visibilities 
below | mile were reported near the Lubbock Airport, while winds 
were clocked to 62 m.p.h. just to the south near Tahoka, TX. During 
the week ending December 2, more than two dozen large wildfires 
(100 acres or greater) charred more than 50,000 acres of vegetation in 
Oklahoma, mostly across the eastern part of the State. In Oklahoma 
City, OK, the monthly precipitation of a trace (2.11 inches below 
normal) tied 1910 and 1949 for its lowest November total on record. 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 


NOV 27 - DEC 3, 2005 
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CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated contours 


Based on preliminary dota 


No rain (1.68 inches below normal) fell during the month in 
Wichita Falls, TX, tying its November record most recently 
attained in 1949. Following a brief cool snap, very warm weather 
returned to the south-central United States at week’s end, when 
daily-record highs in Texas for December 3 included 88°F in San 
Angelo and 87°F in Abilene. San Angelo last received 
measurable rain on October 27. Farther east, Little Rock, AR 
(80°F on December 3), posted a monthly record high, tying a 
standard previously attained on December 31, 1951, December 24, 
1955, and December 5, 1956. 


Additional snow fell across the northern Plains and Midwest on 
November 30, when South Dakota totals reached 6.6 inches in 
Sioux Falls and 5.0 inches in Huron. Snow also blanketed areas 
from the northern Plains to the Northeast in early December. In 
Iowa, Waterloo netted 11.0 inches of snow from November 30 - 
December 3, reporting at least an inch each day. Lake-enhanced 
snow fell in early December downwind of the Great Lakes. On 
December 2-3, consecutive daily-record totals (9.2 and 11.4 
inches) buried Syracuse, NY. In the snow’s wake, frigid weather 
settled across the northern Plains and the upper Midwest. In 
South Dakota, Huron’s minimum temperatures fell to -10°F or 
lower during the first 5 days of December, including a daily-record 
low of -15°F on December 2. Elsewhere, daily-record lows 
scattered across the West included 30°F (on November 27) in 
Salinas, CA, and -4°F (on November 28) at Arizona’s Grand 
Canyon Airport. Elsewhere in the West, snow depths in Oregon 
for the week ending December 3 increased from 47 to 82 inches at 
Mt. Hood Meadows and from 15 to 46 inches at Government 
Camp. Meanwhile in California’s southern Sierra Nevada, 
early-December snowfall generally ranged from 1 to 4 feet at 
elevations above 8,000 feet. 


Warm, mostly dry weather prevailed in Hawaii, where Hilo (on 
the Big Island) posted a daily record-tying high of 86°F on 
November 28. Meanwhile on Kauai, Lihue’s November rainfall 
totaled just 1.43 inches (30 percent of normal). Farther north, cold 
weather across much of Alaska held weekly temperatures as much 
as 14°F below normal. In southwestern Alaska, King Salmon 
(-23°F) tallied a daily-record low for November 27. Although the 
month ended on a cold, dry note in southeastern Alaska, Juneau 
completed its wettest November on record (13.67 inches, or 253 
percent of normal; previously, 11.22 inches in 1956). Elsewhere 
in southeastern Alaska, Pelican’s monthly precipitation totaled 
34.41 inches, although none fell after November 26. 
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November 28 - December 4, 2005 
Weekly National Agricultural Summary provided by USDA/NASS 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Temperatures averaged below normal across 
most of the Nation. Across much of the western 
Corn Belt, northern and central Great Plains, 
and northern and central Rocky Mountains, 
minimum temperatures were below 0 degrees F. 
However, snowfall in these areas provided a 
layer of insulation, protecting winter wheat from 
the cold weather. The heaviest snowfall was in 
the Pacific Northwest, where the high-elevation 
snow pack exceeded 50 inches in some 
locations. In contrast, conditions in the 
southern Great Plains were mostly warm and 
dry, further stressing pastures and winter 
wheat. In the Southeast, thunderstorms early in 
the week improved soil moisture, though mostly 
dry conditions prevailed thereafter. Conditions 
were similar in the Ohio River Valley and along 
the Atlantic Coast, though some of the 
precipitation was in the form of snow. Heavy 
rainfall in northern and central California 
contrasted with mostly dry weather in the 
Southwest. 


In Florida, the strawberry harvest was active; 
however, rainfall limited fieldwork for some 
vegetable crops. Georgia pasture conditions 
continued to improve with late-season rainfall. 
Rainfall slowed fieldwork in North Carolina, 
where some unharvested crops were beginning 
to show signs of damage from excessive 
moisture. Harvest of Louisiana’s sugarcane 
crop progressed well, with better yields and 
sugar content than earlier-harvested acreage. 
In Texas, dry weather aided cotton harvesting 
but caused the winter wheat condition to 
decline. With mostly dry weather in Arizona, 
harvesting of cotton, alfalfa, citrus crops, and 
vegetables was active. California’s tangerine 
harvest was over 50 percent complete, while 
some vegetable crops were showing the effects 
of whitefly damage. In Hawaii, the banana 
harvest was active under mostly dry conditions. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


EUROPE:  Below-normal temperatures eased winter 
grains into dormancy, while showers further alleviated 
drought on the Iberian Peninsula. 


FSU-WESTERN: Widespread precipitation and 
unseasonably mild weather favored dormant winter grains 
in Ukraine and Russia. 


MIDDLE EAST: Dry, warm weather promoted winter 
grain emergence and establishment. 


NORTHWEST AFRICA: Tropical Storm Delta brought 
widespread, beneficial showers to winter grain areas. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Timely showers improved planting 
prospects in the western corn belt. 


EASTERN ASIA: Warm weather continued throughout 
winter growing areas, while a freeze occurred on the 
North China Plain. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Monsoon showers continued to 
increase moisture supplies for main-season rice in Java, 
while interfering with oil palm reproduction and 
harvesting in Sumatra and Malaysia. 


AUSTRALIA: Rain in eastern Australia benefited 
vegetative summer crops but stalled fieldwork, while 
elsewhere mostly dry weather aided winter grain 
maturation and harvesting. 


BRAZIL: Abundant rain covered soybean areas of the 
center-west region but warmth and dryness dominated the 
south. 


ARGENTINA: Scattered showers kept topsoils moist for 
summer crop germination. 








COUNTRY CITY 


NORWAY OSLO 
FINLAN HELSINKI 
UKINGD ABERDEEN 
CARDIFF 
LONDON 
IRELAN DUBLIN 
ICELAN REYKJAVIK 
DENMAR COPENHAGEN 
LUXEMB LUXEMBOURG 
SWITZE ZURICH 
GENEVA 
FRANCE PARIS/ORLY 
STRASBOURG 
BOURGES 
BORDEAUX 
TOULOUSE 
MARSEILLE 
SPAIN VALLADOLID 
MADRID 
SEVILLE 
PORTUG LISBON 
GERMAN HAMBURG 
BERLIN 
DUSSELDORF 
LEIPZIG 
DRESDEN 
STUTTGART 
NURNBERG 
AUGSBURG 
AUSTRI VIENNA 
INNSBRUCK 
CZECHR PRAGUE 
POLAND WARSAW 
LODZ 
KATOWICE 
HUNGAR BUDAPEST 
YUGOSL BELGRADE 
ROMANI BUCHAREST 
BULGAR SOFIA 
ITALY MILAN 
VERONA 
VENICE 
GENOA 
ROME 
NAPLES 
GREECE THESSALONIKA 
LARISSA 
ATHENS 
TURKEY ISTANBUL 
ANKARA 
CYPRUS LARNACA 
ESTONI TALLINN 
RUSSIA ST.PETERSBURG 
LITHUA KAUNAS 
BELARU MINSK 
RUSSIA KAZAN 
MOSCOW 
YEKATERINBURG 
OMSK 
KAZAKH KUSTANAY 
RUSSIA BARNAUL 
KHABAROVSK 
VLADIVOSTOK 
UKRAIN KIEV 
LVOV 
KIROVOGRAD 
ODESSA 
RUSSIA SARATOV 
UKRAIN KHARKOV 
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PRECIPITATION 
(MM) 


DPART DPART 
FINRM TOTAL F/NRM 
3.6 131 44 
3.3 57 
85 
83 
31 
48 
42 
30 
59 
20 
40 
25 
4 
56 
91 
58 
59 
49 
53 
17 
146 
54 
22 
75 
36 
33 
32 
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COUNTRY CITY 


ASTRAKHAN 
KRASNODAR 
ORENBURG 
KAZAKH TSELINOGRAD 
KARAGANDA 
UZBEKI TASHKENT 
TURKME ASHKHABAD 
SYRIA DAMASCUS 
ISRAEL JERUSALEM 
PAKIST KARACHt 
INDIA AMRITSAR 
NEW DELHI 
AHMEDABAD 
INDORE 
CALCUTTA 
VERAVAL 
BOMBAY 
POONA 


MADRAS 
MANGALORE 
HONGKO HONG KONG INT 
N KORE PYONGYANG 
S KORE SEOUL 
JAPAN SAPPORO 
NAGOYA 
TOKYO 
YOKOHAMA, 
KYOTO 
OSAKA 
THAILA PHITSANULOK 
BANGKOK 
MALAYS KUALA LUMPUR 
VIETNA HANOt 
CHINA HARBIN 
HAMI 
LANCHOW 
BEIJING 
TIENTSIN 
LHASA 
KUNMING 
CHENGCHOW 
YEHCHANG 
HANKOW 
CHUNGKING 
CHIHKIANG 
WU HU 
SHANGHAI 
NANCHANG 
TAIPEt 
CANTON 
NANNING 
CANARY LAS PALMAS 
MOROCC CASABLANCA 
MARRAKECH 
ALGERI ALGER 
BATNA 
TUNIS! TUNIS 
NIGER NIAMEY 
MALI TIMBUKTU 
BAMAKO 
MAURIT NOUAKCHOTT 
SENEGA DAKAR 
LIBYA TRIPOLI 
BENGHAZI 
EGYPT CAIRO 
ASWAN 
ETHIOP ADDIS ABABA 
KENYA NAIROBI 
TANZAN DAR ES SALAAM 
GABON LIBREVILLE 
TOGO LOME 
BURKIN OUAGADOUGOU 
COTE D ABIDJAN 
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04 
1.9 
05 
0.0 
04 
03 
08 
06 
08 
-12 
“1.2 
0.1 
04 
04 
27 
14 


> 
= 


Oe eso eck a a e.a.S 


CBe2ReR aE 


COUNTRY CITY 


MOZAMB MAPUTO 
ZAMBIA LUSAKA 
ZIMBAB KADOMA 

S AFRI PRETORIA 
JOHANNESBURG 
BETHAL 
DURBAN 
CAPE TOWN 

CANADA TORONTO 

MONTREAL 
WINNIPEG 
REGINA 
SASKATOON 
LETHBRIDGE 
CALGARY 
EDMONTON 
VANCOUVER 
MEXICO GUADALAJARA 


ARGENT IGUAZU 
FORMOSA 
CERES 
CORDOBA 
RIO CUARTO 
ROSARIO 
BUENOS AIRES 
SANTA ROSA 
TRES ARROYOS 
MARSHA MAJURO 
NEW CA NOUMEA 
FiJl NAUSORI 
SAMOA PAGO PAGO 
TAHITI PAPEETE 
PNEWGU PORT MORESBY 
NZEALA AUCKLAND 
WELLINGTON 
AUSTRA DARWIN 
BRISBANE 
PERTH 
CEDUNA 
ADELAIDE 
MELBOURNE 
WAGGA 
CANBERRA 
INDONE SERANG 
PHILIP MANILA 
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Widespread rain in western Europe contrasted with mostly co 
weather in central and northeastern growing areas. A slow-moving 
cold front triggered widespread showers (10-80 mm) on the Iberian 
Peninsula, further alleviating long-term drought. Light to moderate 
showers (10-50 mm) also spread into France and England, boosting 
topsoil moisture supplies for winter grains. Meanwhile, dry, cool 
weather (1-4 degrees C below normal) in Germany eased winter 
grains into dormancy. Farther east, an early-week cold front brought 
much-needed rain and snow (10-20 mm of liquid equivalent) to 
southern and eastern Poland, although more precipitation is needed 
to ease developing moisture deficits (50 percent of normal rainfall 
since mid-August). Meanwhile, moderate to locally heavy rain and 
mountain snow (10-100 mm of liquid equivalent) across the Balkans 
slowed late-season fieldwork but maintained favorable moisture 
supplies for winter grains. Elsewhere, locally heavy precipitation 
(15-80 mm) in Italy maintained adequate to abundant topsoil 
moisture for winter grain establishment, while scattered light rain 
and snow showers (5-15 mm) in the Baltics provided limited relief 
from recent dryness. 





| oo _FSU-WESTERN 
Widespread rain and snow favored dormant winter grains across 
most of the region. The heaviest precipitation (25-50 mm or more) 
fell in central and eastern Ukraine, and in Russian winter grain areas 
from the western portion of the Southern Region northward through 
the western Volga Region. Elsewhere in Ukraine and Russia, 
precipitation amounts ranged from 10 to 25mm. The precipitation in 
Ukraine and the Southern Region in Russia provided much-needed 
soil moisture, following an autumn drought. Rain changed to snow 
in western Ukraine and across northern Russia (Central and Volga 
Regions), increasing the protective snow cover. Extreme minimum 
temperatures ranged from -10 to -1 in most areas, with lowest 
temperatures (-14 to -10 degrees C) observed in northern Belarus. 
Weekly temperatures averaged 4 to 8 degrees C above normal in 
eastern Ukraine and Russia, and | to 3 degrees C above normal in 
western Ukraine and Belarus. By week’s end, snow cover extended 
as far south as western and northern Ukraine and the southern portion 
of the Volga Region. Major winter wheat producing areas in eastern 
Ukraine and the Southern Region in Russia were snow free. 














Pe MIDDLE EAST 
Dry, ¥ warm 1 weather across much of the region promoted winter grain 
establishment in Turkey but increased moisture deficits in eastern 
growing areas. A northward shift in the jet stream allowed 
unseasonably mild temperatures (3 to 8 degrees C above normal) to 
overspread Turkey, promoting winter grain establishment but 
melting the region’s protective snow cover. Farther east, dry weather 
depleted topsoil moisture for winter grain establishment from eastern 
Syria eastward into northwestern Iran, where rain and snow is needed 
to ease recent moisture deficits. Temperatures in northwestern Iran 
averaged 3 to 6 degrees C above normal, melting much of the region’s 
snow cover and leaving winter grains vulnerable to extreme cold. 





in =" af 


ot 


cststonw’ \\) 
YS ‘ 


¢ i Th AS 
\ 8 
; S se ms 
51 ‘y : 4 S 
DG, ha, = 
< “EUROPE} DB Se ed el 


NIA Ss Blof Ci 
oe 4 


a Precipitation (mm) 
I NOV 27 - DEC 3, 2005 C 


a a Oe es 
za e ¢ CUMATE PREDICTION CE! 


25 Now \ : f 
lan UKRAINE S 25% | . 
‘ =A 
2 23) 5 aes Pt ( —— 
Seo woven ( WESTERN FSU \ 
Oo NM Total Precipitation. (nm) 
NOV, 27 - 3, 2Q05 
Ss Noe 
oD \ Y casPIAN —= 
™, ff m"@=¢ 


¢ 


= 4 BLACK SEA 
€10 CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA ee 


Total Prociptiat 
NOV DEC 





12 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin December 6, 2005 





aes 


ATLANTIC 


NO THWesTERN AFRICA 
Total" Precipijation (mm) =) 
Tigi 


Nov 27 - DEC 3, 2005— 
PR ae re 


10 
Fe 


CUMATE previckow CentER, NOAA 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Total Precipitation (mm) 
NOV 27 - DEC 3, 2005 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 


For the second consecutive week, widespread showers 
maintained favorable conditions for recently-planted winter 
grains across much of the region. Tropical Storm Delta made 
history by becoming the first tropical storm on record to make 
landfall in Morocco. Delta, which began to lose tropical 
characteristics shortly before making landfall, raced onshore 
in southwestern Morocco on November 29 with sustained 
winds near 60 m.p.h. Due to the storm’s rapid movement, 
rainfalls totals were generally less than 35 mm, although 
moisture benefited recently planted winter grains. Farther 
east, lighter showers (5-15 mm) maintained favorable 
prospects for winter wheat in northern Algeria and Tunisia. 
Temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees C below normal across 
the entire region, with light freezes reported in southern-most 
growing areas in eastern Algeria. 





bee SOUTH AFRICA, (i 4 
Moderate to heavy showers (25-50 mm or more) covered a 
broad section of the western corn belt, providing timely 
moisture for planting in previously dry sections of North 
West and Free State. Light to moderate showers (10-25 mm 
or more) maintained generally favorable moisture levels for 
germination and establishment of corn and other summer 
crops in most eastern and northern summer crop areas. 
Cooler-than-normal weather accompanied the rainfall, with 
highs barely reaching the 30s degrees C in traditionally 
warmer locations of the western corn belt and Limpopo, 
lowering crop moisture demands and losses to evaporation. 
Elsewhere, warm, showery weather (temperatures averaging 
near to slightly above normal, with rainfall locally exceeding 
25 mm) covered crop areas of Eastern and northern Cape 
Provinces but seasonable heat and dryness maintained 
irrigation demands in Western Cape. 
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Sesenally dry weather prevailed throughout most of China, 
while light showers (10-25 mm) fell from Zhejiang west to 
Hunan. Although temperatures averaged | to 5 degrees C 
above normal, minimum temperatures fell below freezing (-5 
to 0 degrees C) across the North China Plain. Winter wheat 
began entering dormancy in most areas and the freeze likely 
had little impact on the crop. Elsewhere, mostly dry weather 
prevailed on the Korean peninsula, while showers fell along 
the western coast of Japan. 








SOUTHEAST ASIA | 
Heavy monsoon showers (25-200 mm) prevailed in Java, 
boosting moisture supplies for vegetative main-season rice. 
In oil palm areas of Sumatra and Malaysia, widespread heavy 
showers (50-200 mm) kept moisture levels high but likely 
interfered with reproduction. Heavy showers (50-200 mm) 
in the eastern Philippines increased soil moisture for winter- 
grown corn and rice, but likely caused flooding in Luzon, 
where rainfall was the heaviest. Dry weather aided coffee 
harvesting in central Vietnam, while showers aided irrigation 
supplies for winter-spring rice in the south. Second-season 
rice in peninsular Thailand continued to receive beneficial 
rainfall (25-100 mm). 
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E- Mostly dry weather (less than 5 mm) continued across 
Western Australia, South Australia, and extreme 
INDIAN iS western Victoria, aiding winter grain maturation and 
om i harvesting. In contrast, widespread rain (10-45 mm) 
overspread much of Victoria, New South Wales, and 
southern Queensland. The rain stalled winter wheat 
and barley harvesting in southern areas and increased 
‘ concerns about winter grain quality. Farther north, 
( é aw where winter grain harvesting was mostly complete, 
: the rain was beneficial for vegetative cotton and 
sorghum. Temperatures in major winter grain and 
summer crop areas averaged about 1 to 2 degrees C 

below normal, slowing crop development. 
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BRAZIL Moderate to heavy showers (50-100 mm or more) 

Total Precipitation (mm) covered most major soybean areas of the center-west 

NOV 27 - DEC 3, 2005 and northeastern regions, extending southward into 

previously dry sections of Sao Paulo and western 

Minas Gerais. In contrast, warmth and dryness 

(temperatures averaging 1-3 degrees C above normal, 

with rainfall totals under 10 mm) dominated the south, 

spurring seasonal fieldwork that included late winter 

wheat harvesting. Since late October, showers have 

been sporadic in Parana, Santa Catarina, and Rio 

Grande do Sul, raising some concern among producers 

regarding the potential onset of a third year of summer 

drought. However, crop yields are most susceptible to 

drought from January to March as crops advance 

through reproductive to filling stages of development. 

According to independent analyst Safras e Mercado, 

soybeans were 87 percent planted nationally as of 

December 2, compared with 90 percent last year. 

States reporting delays of more than 10 percentage 

aie ae | points behind last year’s pace include Minas Gerais 

OCEAN , ; — am (68 percent planted), Sao Paulo (80 percent planted), 

é —— and Bahia (72 percent planted), which all experienced a 

later than usual start to the rainy season. Planting 

progress is slightly behind schedule in Parana and Rio 

Grande do Sul, mainly from a slow start to soybean 

planting that resulted from very heavy spring rains and 
delays in winter wheat harvesting. 
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Locally heavy showers (10-25 mm, locally exceeding 50 mm) 
overspread most major growing areas of central Argentina, maintaining 
topsoil moisture levels for germination of summer grains and oilseeds. 
However, showers and thunderstorms hampered winter wheat 
harvesting in and around central Santa Fe and may have caused localized 
lodging. Farther north, beneficial showers (greater than 25 mm) 
covered Santiago del Estero, as drier weather promoted cotton planting 
in key growing areas of Chaco, Formosa, and northern Santa Fe. 
Temperatures averaged near to below normal in southern growing areas, 
with temperatures falling below 5 degrees C in southeastern Buenos 
Aires. Near- to above- normal temperatures elsewhere promoted early 
growth of emerging grains, oilseeds, and cotton. According to 
Argentina’s Agricultural Secretariat, corn and sunflowers were 76 and 
91 percent planted, respectively, as of December 1. Soybeans were 
64 percent planted, slightly behind last season’s pace. Peanuts, which 
are predominantly grown in Cordoba, were 64 percent planted, 
compared with 94 percent last year. 
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